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of error and sin, and prepare him to accept of 
salvation on the terms of grace. i 

But Universalism makes all these threaten- 
ings and admonitions veid, by denying that they 
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feet ge sf p J ? Set 

‘Sir,—The ‘gospel is 4 system of grace and 
truth, designed te regenerate and save man-|that no motive which God designed as a motive 
‘kind. Of course the evangelical or unevangel-|to repentance and new obedience. And when | 
ical character of any system of doctrines may|hear Christ saying to his disciples, “Fear him 
be known by its practical tendency. Whenany | who, after be bath killed, hath power to destroy 
doctrine, or system of doctrines is proposed, we|both soul and body in hell ;” I only want to 


and unboly of every description, make» “oid 
the law of Christ and its’curse, and thus makes 


cy be to make men pious and good, or the con-| denies punishment in the future state, or ‘de- 
trary, and we know whether we ought to re-|struction of soul and body after he hath killed 
ceive or rejectit. If wesee that it has corrupt-| the body,” and I know that it is no part of the 
ing effect upon the community, or that it re-| gospel but contrary to it, and therefore ought to 
moves the barriers to yice which infinite Wis-|be rejected. , 
dom has placed in the way of the transgressor,; The gospel also contains mercy for the peni- 
we know by the most certain rule in the world] tent, and offers him pardon and eternal life upon 
that it is a false doctrine and ought not to be| condition of his believing and receiving Christ 
embraced. as his Lord and Saviour. Its declarations and 
By this rule [ now propose to examine your! promises are adapted to bring the sinner to the 
And I feel that I have undertaken aj feet of the Saviour, and then inspire hope and 
delicate task. 1 wish not to offend my fellow} confidence in the mind oppressed with guilt and 
creatures. But while I am sensible what is due|fear. And it is by his receiving Christ that the 
to those who differ from me in opinion on many | grace of God is communicated to the heart and 
points, | know also what is dne to the cause of| becomes a principle of life, righteousness and 
truth and am bound by the command ef God to|peace. From that moment he becomes anew 
contend for the faith once delivered to the saints, | creature, a spiritual man, a child of God, and 
ital error, to waro the ungodly, | joint heir with Jesus Christ to a heavenly in- 
YT ca to pring my felléw cyea-/heritante.  ~ <x! 
tures to the knowledge and acknowledgement of| But your system supersedes the necessity of 
the truth as it is in Jesus. this change in man. Whatever benefit the 
The gospel presents us with two grand mo-|righteous may enjoy over the unrighteous in 
tives to godliness taken from the justice and! this world, the latter shall share the same felici- 
ty in that which is to come. The doctrine of 


doctrine. 


tovexpose ca 
“and to dew 


mercy of God; and these are addressed to the 
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fears and the hopes of men. Fear though less 
noble than gratitude, is more prevalent in the 
unregenerate. Nay, the most depraved among 
the children of men are capable of fearing the 
judgment of God, and are often moved with fear 
like Noah, to provide them an ark to the saving 
of their souls. ‘The sentiment of some that fear 
has nothing to do in religion, that the gospel 
deals only in. blessings and mereies is totally 
without foundation The gospel has its condi- 
tions, preccpts, threatenings and warnings as 
well as the law, and those of the most terrible 
description. It is the gospel that offers us sal- 
vation, and cries, Behold now is the aecepted time, 


| vain. 


regeneration, of repentance, faith and obedience, 
whatever you may mean by them, are not en- 
forced by one motive taken from the future 
state. ‘he hope of future happiness and the 
fear of future punishment are alike useless and 
The sinner has therefore little or no 
motive to repent and lead a self-denied life.— 
He will be ready to say, If 1 can go to heaven 
without repentance and self-denial, | will not 
trouble myself about these things, especially as 
denying myself will give me pain, and bearing 
the cross will subject me to some reproach.— 
Thus while on the one hand your doctrine de- 
stroys the motive taken from the justice of God ; 
on the other it diminishes the importance of 


behold now is the day of salvation ! and adds, How ‘ 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation!— | that taken from his mercy, and leaves the sin- 
If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ner in carnal security to walk after the imagi- 
ungodly and the sinner appear ! It is the gospel | nation of his own blinded and decitful heart.— 
which enjoins repentance and faith, and reveals, That your doctrine produces this effect cannot 
the wrath of God aguints all ungodliness and un- be denied; and that, therefore, it ought‘to be 
righteousness of men, and thunders eternal dam- | exploded by every lover of mankind, is equally 
nation in the ears of all them that do not believe plain. 

and obey it. It is the one and the same gospel Indeed that your system changes the whole 
which introdnces us to mount Zion—and to God character of religion is a self-evident thing.— 
the Judge of all, that says, If they escaped not who The christian religion takes its character from 
refused him that spake on earth, (that is, Moses) the doctrines and precepts of Christ as they are 
much more shall not we escape if we turn away laid down and enforced in the Bible. 'Phese 
from him that speaketh from heaven. ‘These ad- are to be wrought into the heart and life by the 
monitions and denunciations of wrath were de- powerful operation of the Holy Spirit. When 
sigved io arrest the attention of the sinner, to, this is done man isa new creature. He isa ‘“‘par- 


have only to inquire whether its direct tenden-; know that your doctrine annihilates “hell” 
awaken fear and lead from the destructive ways taker of the divine Nature.” He is dead to the 


Mer, 


world and alive to God. His conversation is in 
heaven, and his affections set on things above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 


He is holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 


te. “itt p-|from sinners. And in this state he rejoices with 
ens the kingdom of heaven to the impenitent}joy unspeakable and full of glory. The fruits of 
the Spirit are found. in him, love, joy, peace, a 


long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meckness, 
temperance. He is not only holy, but happy.— 
He enjoys a heaven upon earth. 

Your system is but poorly adapted to promote 
either holiness or happiness. We shall be fully 
convinced of this if we examine it in a few 
particulars. Repentance and faith are the root 
of true religion. If there be a defect here, 
there is a defect in the whole. 

That repentance which results from your sys- 
tem is very defective, since it includes no idea 
or sentiment corresponding to the nature and 
magnitude ef sin. Your doctrine represents sin 
as comparatively a very small evil. - It is an 
evil connected with the present life only. It is 
the “transgression of a law that exists only in 
our minds; and this law “is eur imperfect 
knowledge of moral good.” Ged is not the 
“legislator” of this law, but ‘our capacity, with 
the means of knowledge.”** Of course God was 
never displeased with man for his most attro- 
cious actions. There is ne curse of the divine 
law for the sinner, nor has he by transgression’ 
exposed himself to eternal punishment. Now 
whether all Universalists will express themselves 
in the langtiage of the author of the Treatise on 
Atonement or not, their ideas on this subject do 
not rise above his. And then I say it is impossi- 
bld for these views-ever to produce that repen- 
tance, called godly sorrow, which worketh repen- 
tance unto salvation not to be repented of. 

The Universalist doctrine of faith must be 
equally defective. It has nothing to do with 
atonement for sin by the vicarious sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ. It does not recognise man as cor- 
rupt, ruined, lost, condemned, and exposed to 
everlasting death; nor does it acknowledge 
eternal salyation as the gift of God through Je- 
sus Christ, on the ground of mere mercy. It 
does not respect man as a helpless sinner, nor 
the merits of Christ as the only ground of his 
hope. Ofcourse it is indefinite as to its object, 
and inefficient in principle. It never amounts 
to the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen. 

And where these defects are found in repen- 
tance and faith it is impossible that the fruits 
springing from them should be evangelical and 
sound. Such a faith as that described above 
wtl] never inflame the heart with love to God, 
will never preduce that feeling of gratitude 
which the reception of eternal salvatiou as the 
gift of God through Christ is designed to inspire ; 
wil] never excite our equal love to our neigh- 
bor as to ourselves. For the love of our neigh- 
bor flows from the love of God, as this does 
from a true and living faith. If therefore faith 
be defective all that religion and righteousness 
which is built upon it must be defective also.— 

Chis shows the importance of a sound faith.— 


* See Treatise on Atonement by H. B. 


Aud if there be any difference between believ- 
ing the truth and a he, that difference is 
jmaecnse. Nothing less than the salvation of 
the soul depends upon it. 


there who without so much as a bistorical be-|in it, Jost all concern about their future state, 


cern for their souls by other means, who, 4s 
soon as they began to relish the flesh pleasing 
doctrine of Universalism, began to lose their) ber of young men, 
Aad how many are {concern ; and by the time they became believers | smonking cigars 
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a reams 


in the same town, at a time when Universaliem 
was making a considerable excitement, a num- 
eight or ten, were together 
aod drinking freely, and with 
very merry with the old 


tall making themselves 


| 


lief iw the whole Bible, imagine themselves chris-| gave over praying and searching the scriptures! fashioned doctrine. of conversion or a change of 


twos, while entirely destitute of the spirit of 
Christ. 
_ Hitherto we have been showing that Univer- 
salisem does not make those who believe it bet- 
ter; let us now inquire whether it does not 
make them worse. This might safely be inter- 
ed from what has now been said, were we ig- 
oorant of the actual effects it has produced on at 
feast a part of those who have embraced it.— 
Such «is the nature of depraved man, and such 
the strength of his appetites and passions, that 
he néeds all the restraints of religion, the bar 
riers thrown in the way of the transgressor, a# 
well as the motives to piety and obedience con- 
tained inthe gospel. And what shall we say of 
system of doctrines, claiming Christ for its auth- 
or, which entirely removes from a race of de- 
raved beings the restraints of the gospel, or 
ets them down to the convenience of the mest 
licentious among them ! 
fam not singular in my belief of the direct 
evil tendency of your doctrine. Many Univer- 
salists entertain the same views of it. What 
would Origin, the first Universalist, who flour- 
ished in the second century, have said of the 
tendency of your doctrine; and the practice of 
preaching it to all classes 9f men? He beliey- 
ed in the future restoration ef all men to the 
favor of God, Yet he believed this doctrine, 
though far less exceptionable than your’s, was 
not safe for any but christians, & not for all these, 
but only such as were perfect. And bishop 
Burnet, who wrote a book to prove a restora- 
tion from future punishmeat, wrote in lattin 
that none but the. learned might read it: and 
said if “any one should translate what he had 
thus written, he should think it done with a sin- 
ister motive and bad intent.” And if we may 
judge from the manner in which he sometimes 
preached upon the subject of future punish- 
ment, we may conclude that Mr. Winchester 
would have reprobated the present modish doc- 
trine of Universalism. Nay, it is said that a 
considerable part of those who, from motives of 
policy and prudence, pass for believers and 
preachers of this doctrine, do not in reality be- 
lieve it, but are in sentiment with the Winches- 
terians. If this be so, it might well suggest the 
query whether Universalism, even in its mildest 


form, has a strong tendency to rectify the moral | the fact that it induces a contempt of gospel | | feel the obligation of duty to bring it into 


faculty ? 

But when I say that this doctrine has a ten- 
dency to make mankind worse, | do not mean 
that it will make all its votaries vicious. Many 


believers in it are moral men and hold a re-|trine, especially upon the youth. A clergyman 
spectable standing in society. But has Univer-| in the town of P—, in the course of his pastoral 


salism done this? If this could be proved, it 


would not follow. that it has made any christians,}after some conversation with the lady of the 


But there is much more reason to believe that 
education, public opinion, desire of esteem, and 
sonstitutional bias have done more than Univer- 
salism to make men moral. But to prove its 


salutary tendency you should be able to point,|/him, in presence of the other, that in going 
not only to the moral man, but to the debauche, | two or three sabbaths to the Universalist meet- 


the drankard, the sabbath breaker and the pro- 
fane person, and say, these have been recevered 
out of the snare of the devil, aud brought. into 
the way of righteousness by this doctrine. 


It is a fact supported by a cloud of witnesses, | 


that your*doctrine banishes ail serious concern 
from the minds of thase who embrace it. 


speak of what f know. IL have known very 


mieny io tive been browght uoder serious con-| 


| will 


(except so lar as to become fiepsianis) and tarn-|heart; when a see pone going in, and per- 
ed their backs upoo all the means of grace.—| ceiving the subject of their unholy mirth, re- 
And in how many families are its fatal effects to! proved them, and got in return—“Do you be- 
be seen! Where serious godliness was once an/ lieve ina change of heart 7? Ido, said the per- 
object; where religious instruction and affec-|son, believe it necessary for all. “Then you 
tionate exhortation were given for this purpose ;| are a d—d fool,” was the reply. The reader 
and where prayers were offered, this unholy|need not be informed that a roar of laughter, 
doctrine, like a besom of destruction, has swept|and kicking the floor with their heels, ensued 
the whole aside, or mared and spoiled their| upon this glorious achievement! 
charatter and tendency. But in many more in-| This tendeney of Universalism may be the 
stances has it prevented the introduction o/ the | result, in part, of the methods usually employed 
worship of God and serious godliness inte fam-|in defending it, and of opposing other doctrines. 
ilies. What better could be expected to follow /rony 
But itis generally in the youth that its effects! the methods employed'to disprove the doctrines 
are the most visible and lamentable. These in | of future judgment, future everlasting punish- 
many instances are caught asin a snare. Their) ment, &c. These doctrines are expressed in 
jadgments are weak, their passions strong, and | the clearest and strongest language, and sup- 
this doctrine acting on the side of inclination, | ported by the soundest arguments in the world. 
they swallow it down as the silly fish does the; When the mind is unhinged and turned from 
baited hook. The consequence is that they are | them it wanders till it loses itself in the mazes 
proof against arguments and conviction. You|of error and uncertainty. When you have de- 
might as easily pierce the scales of the leviathan|nied future judgment, as a doctrine of the gos- 
as reach their consciences In nota few instan-|pel, it is impossible for you to say what the 
ces they affect to pity the weakness and super- | judgment of the wicked shall be; because the 
stition of him who would instruct them in the| figurative application of this term to many 
way ofsalvation, or manifest a deep rooted pre-| things can give you no certainty. The same is 
judice and bitterness against him who labors fer| to be said of those terms which express the du- 
their good. In some instances, where they|ration of future punishment. You deny the lit- 
practice the rules of politeness and civility on|eral meaning of those terms; and of course they 
other occasions, they lose the government of|may be used for two theusand years, or an age, 
themselves and become insolent, as soon as they|or three days, or no time atall. ‘hus you 
are spoken to upon the subject of religion -—|drive the mind from its resting point, and fix it 
us though nothing was so abhorent to their|no where till it lights on deism. When a man 
feelings as that which concerns them most.—| of ingenuity undertakes this labor, and calls wit 
But most of all are the effects of this doctrine to|and sophistry to his aid, he can make his own 
be lar¥énted in those, whether old or young, | side appear plausible, however erroneous, and 
who are addicted to obscenity, profanity and|by throwing fantastical robes around truth and 
intemperance. ‘I'hese are generally wiser|righteousnes, bring them into discredit. Thus 
in their own conceit than ‘seven men who|deism has been propagated, and thus has Univer- 
can render a reason,” admonition is lost |salism been propagated and defended. But while 
upon them, There is more hope of ajarguments and illustrations “swarm around my 
fool” than of such. pen,” I am reminded that I have but two pages’ 
This dectrine, with the general method of| of the Magaziue, and my paper is almost full. 
supporting it, has a strong tendency to infidelity} 1 had intended to notice in this essay, what 
or Deism. This is what I wish not to say, but|has been observed by many, the temptation 
| am compelled by the evidence before me. {| which this doctrine presents to the unfortunate 
rest not this assertion on the ground that Deism} aud wretched to commit suicide. It gives me 
and modern Universalism approximate each|no pleasure to mention this, as | know it will 
other in many of their essential points; but on| give offence to the friends of the doctrine. But 


admonition and practical piety, as well as awful 
irreverence for the authority of the Scriptures. 
! will here give one or two instances which may 
serve as specimens of the effects of this doc- 


view. | will not here urge the well known 
case of the Puritan massacre and suicide ; but 
would refer to the more recent instances, and 
attempts at this most awful crime. The sub- 
ject is worthy of serious attention. While an 
instance of deliberate suicide under the influ- 
ence of sound and rational christianity cannot be 
found, how many are committed through the 
belief of non existence, or happy existence after 
death! And how powerful, if not rational, must 
be the temptation to one whose life has become 
a burthen to him in this world, and who believes 
that nothing is wanting to the enjoyment of con- 
summate felicity, but to dispatch bimselfin a 
moment to the next! When the Universalists 
shall have paid more attention to this subject 
themselves, they will be less ready to reproach 
him as a calumoiator whéwdares to mention it. 
It remains that | inform you, that having 
come to my sixth number, in which | proposed 
to notice your method of treating the controver- 
sy, | have writtena review of your reply to 
ny first letter, and find that it will require four 


visits, called on a member of his church, where, 


house, he addressed his discourse to a young 
woman who belonged to the family. He found 
her disposed to make light of the subject of re- 
ligion. The first mentioned lady then informed 


ing, she had thrown the Bible aside as not wor- 
thy of belief. The clergyman addressing him- 
self to the young lady, expressed his surprize 
that she should so suddenly, and upon so slight 
grounds have given up the Bible. She replied, 
“that it was full of contradictions, and not, there- 
fore, to be believed. Nor could he make th: 
ieast Impression upon ber mind in favor of the 
Seriptures. The sume clergyman informs, that 


e others will be ionger or shorter I cannot tell 
And when [ shall get time to finish the re- 
view | cannot tell; but as the work will be 
longer than | at first thought ; and as I must soon 
leave my present field of labor for a new one, 
it may be several months before |. can get 
through with it. If you will publish it on the 
original plan of two pages a month, you shall 
have it as soon as 1 can get time to write it ; if 
not, this number will close my present corres- 
pondence with you. . O. Sort. 
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teresting to the readers of the Magazine, as not 
much, which is new to them, appears in the 
questions and. answers here presented ; but it 
seems proper to preserve it, that in time to 


come, when people shall have attained a degree: 
of liberality, which will cause them even to: 


marvel that such contracted feelings should have 
existed in a protestant denomination at the pre- 
sent date, it may then bear testimony. 

On the 22d inst. { found in Zion’s Herald, of 
Q2ist, a paper devoted to the interests of the 
Methodists, ihe questions which are answered 
below. 
to the Editor. | 


To the Editor of Zion’s Herald, 

Sir,—I notice some questions in your paper 
of the 2ist instant, stated to the believers in 
Universal Salvation, and as I profess to believe 
this doctrine, { will humbly attempt to answer 
those questions, if you will agree to publish my 

_veply in the Herald. I am Sir, with due re- 


pest, your cbristiga friend, .. 


' Hosea Baurov. 
Thursday Morning. 


To this note I received the following reply. 


Thursday Morning, March 22. 
Rev. H. Batzov, 

Sir,—We cannot pledge ourselves to give 
publicity to your answer to those questions 
which we lately cupied from anether paper into 
ours, as we cannot tell what your answer will 
be before we see it. We have generally ex- 
eluded controversial writings from our columns, 
while we have ever held them open to fair and 
honest discussion on subjects on which there is 
any chance for mistaken opinions, 

Very respectfully, your servant, 
G. V. H. Forses. 


By the foregoing reply I supposed that my 
answer would be admitted, if, in the opinion of 
the Editor, it should be temperately and fairly 
expressed; especially as the questions embrac- 
ed subjects concerning which it is evident there 
is a chance for people to entertain “mistaken 
opinions.” 

The reader may naturally suppose that 1 was 
not a little disappointed, that after endeavoring 
to give the questions as concise and as scriptur- 
al answers, stated in as’ temperate and fair lan- 
guage as possible, and even to the satisiaction of 
the Editor, that in the room of having the an- 
swers presented to the numerous readers of 
Zion’s Herald, who were in possession of the 
questions, and who, undoubtedly, think that 
Universalists are unable to answer them fairly 
and consistently with the Salvation of all men, 
the #ditor returned my answers wath the fol-) 


lowing refusal. H 


I immediately sent the following note | 
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ye of the Magazine to print it. Whether] 


5 Saturday Morning, March 24,1827. | 
Rev. H. Batxov, 

Sir,—As.we did not feel at liberty positively | 
to admit your answers to those questions before 
we had seen them, we feel indebted to your po-: 
liteness in promptly furnishing them for our pe- 
rusal. Notwithstanding the temperate and fair 
language in which your answers are expressed, 
we have yet objections to them, and think it 
would be unpleasant to our readers generally to 
see them in the Herald. Your duties as the 
Editor of a public paper, designed for a particu- | 
lar denomination, will give yon a just idea of! 
our situation. Your name wy! t appear in our, 
paper under wany disadvantageUus associations ; | 
the sentiments of your answereio those ques-| 
tions might shake the confidence of some pious | 


certainly awaken a controversy in our paper, : 
which we shall endeaver to keep pure from all ' 
unholy passions and contentions We cannot: 
but think that the questions and your answers | 
would furnish a more acceptable article for, 
your paper than for ours. 

| We are confidently looking forward to a time 
‘when all denominations shall unite in the bigh 


‘pursuit for holiness of heart and life, and shall 


: . ri : e I 2, j i 7 i ap. ci 
The following account may not be very in-| minds in the scriptures of truth, and thus inter: | oom upon this generation.” Chapmaeys 


“for whicsoate Hi sah ne : 
my words, of him shall the ‘Son of a 
sbamed, whet he shall com n glory, 


But I tell you of a truth, there be seme stan 


‘and in his Father's, abd of the ae 


‘here, which shall not taste of death til: they se; 
‘the kingdom of God.” Mat. xxiii. 


“Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, 
and wise men, and scribes; and some of them 


‘ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them 


shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and pet 
secute them from city to city: that upon you 
may come all the righteous blood shed upon the 


earth, from the blood of righteous Abel upto | 


the blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom 
ye sléw betweenthe temple, and the) altar. 
Verily I say unto you, all these thin 

3B, 


“Immediately after the tribulation of those days 


rupt thein happiness; and their insertion would! 0 the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 


give her light,and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heaven shall be shaken : 
and then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
man coming in the cleuds of heaven with pow- 
er and great glory. And he shall send his an- 


‘gels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
ishall gather together his elect from the four 


; a | 
render due honors to Christ, the author of their winds, from one end of heaven to the other. — 


salvation. 
With no feelings but those of benevolence, 
Yours respectfully, 
G. V. H. Forses, 
For S. Sias, publisher of , 


, Rev. H. Ballou. Zion’s Herald, 


THE FOLLOWING CONTAINS THE 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
FOR ZION’S HERALD. 

Mr. Editor,—You will be entitled to my sin- 
¢ere thanks by publishing tke following brief 
reply to questions which appeared in your pa- 
per of the 21st instant, and were proposed for 
the consideration of Universalists. 


Q. 1. “If all are to be saved, why should 
there be a general judgment, to divide the 
sheep from the goats, the tares from the wheat, 
or the righteous from the wicked?” 

Reply: If the objector to Universal Salvation 
believes, that what is commonly called the gen- 
eral judgment is set focth by the parables of the 
sheep and goats, and the tares and wheat, then 
must he allow that the general judgment took 
place in the generation in which the Saviour 
lived in the flesh, as the following passages ful- 
ly prove. 

Mat. xvi. 27, 28, “For the Son of man shall 
come in ihe glory of his Father, with his angels ; 
and then he shall reward every man according 
to his works. Verily I say unto you, there be 
some stauding here which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the Son of man coming in 
his kingdom.” Chap. x. 22, 23, **And ye shall 
be hated of all men for my name’s sake; but he 
that endureth to the end shall be saved. But 
when they persecute you in this city, flee ye 
into another: for verily 1 say unto you, ye shall 
not have gone over the cities of Israel till the 
Son of man be come.” Mark viii. 38. ix. 1, 
“Whosoever, therefore, shall be ashamed of 
me, and of my words, io this adulterous and sin- 


‘| ful generation, of him also shall the Son of man 


be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
his Father, with the holy angels. And he said 
unte them, verily 1 say unto you, that there be 
some of them that stand here which shall not 
taste of death till they have seen the kingdom 


of God come with power.” Luke ix. 26, 27, 


Now learn a parable of the fig-tree : when his 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye, 
when ye shall see all these things, know that it 
is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto 
you, this generation shall not pass till all these 
things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my word shall not pass away.” 

Here let it be distinctly understood, that the 
|judgment represented by the parable of the 
isheep and goats, in the next chapter, was to 
take place when the Son of man should come in 
his glory, witb his holy angels, which coming, 
&c. all the preceding passages confine to the 
generation in which Jesus lived in the flesh, 
and to the life-time of some of his disciples. As 
it is a fact, that those who adduce the judgment, 
represented by the parable of the sheep and 
goats, as an objection to Universal Salvation, 
believe that this judgment is yet future, and to 
take place in a future state of man’s existence, 
they will be satisfied that the objection is re- 
moved, if it be shown that this judgment took 
place in that generation in which Jesus lived in 
the flesh, and this appears evident from the 
passages already quoted. 


Q. 2d. “ What will be the difference at 
the judgment between the righteous and the 
wiched ?” 

Reply: As itis evident, that the judgment, to 
which the objector alludes, took place in this 
world, and nearly eighteen hundred years ago, 
it seems that the question here stated can have 
no proper relation to the objector’s object. 


Q. 3d. ‘What is the use or importance of 
publishing the glad tidings of the gospel, if the 
worst equally with the best are to be ultimately 
saved 2” 

Reply: The better glad tidings are the great- 
er is the importance of publishing them ; and it 
will be admitted, without controversy, that if 
the salvation of part of the human family is 
glad tidings, the salvation of all is far better ; 
and if the salvation of the best of men is glad 
tidings, the salvation of the worst isfar better. 

Let this question apply to the promise of 
'God to Abraham. Gen. xii. 3, “In thee shall 


lal! familics.of the earth be blessed.” Q. “What 


Te 


kid 


was the use or importance of publishing the 
glad tidings of this gospel, if the worst ol the 
families of the earth were to be ultimately 
blest as well as the best?” Let this question 
apply to the glad tidings announced to the shep- 
herds at the birth of the Saviour: Luke ii. 10, 
11, “Aod the angel said unto them, fear not ; 
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«] hear thee speak of the better land. 
Thou call’st its children a happy band ; 
Mother! oh, where is that radiant shore ? 
Shall we not seek it, and weep no more? 


for, behold, L bring you good tidings of great Js it where the flower of the orange blows, 


ey, which shall be to all people. For unto you 
Pir this day, in the city of David,a Saviour, | 
whieh is Christ the Lord.” Q. If these glad} 
tidings of great joy were to all people, to the 

worst as well as to the best, “what was the use 

or importance of publishing them?” Finally, it) 
seems difficult to see why the objector should) 
state gach a question. He might surely with as 
muchyrensou ask, If ‘the Saviour came not to 

call the righteous, but sinners to repentance, 

what need was there of his coming at all? 


Q. 4th, Asks the meaning of these words: 
John iii. 36, “He that believeth on the Son | 
hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth not 
the Son sball not see life; buat the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” 

Reply: The evident meaning of these words 
is, that in order to enjoy spiritual life it is ne- 


cessary to believe in the Son of God; that this} ; ; 
| Dreams cannot picture a world so fair, 


life is enjoyed whenever we believe ; and that 


no one cao see life until be believes, but re-| 


Mains under the wrath of God. The text evi-! 
dently relates to the present tense and to man’s | 
experience and religious condition in this world. 
In order to apply this text to the future, eternal 
state, it must be proved that unbelief will exist 
there. 


Q. 5th, Is founded on the words; John iii. 3, 
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” The question is; 
“Where shall those be born again who die in 
their sins?” 

Reply : Men die in sin while living in this 
world; and while living in this world those 
who are dead in sin may be quickened ioto 
newness of life. We learn this from the follow- 
ing scriptures. John v. 24, “Verily, verily, | 
say unto you, he that heareth my word, and be- 
Jieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 

-life, and shall not come into condemnation: but 
is passed from death unto life.’ Eph. ii. 4, 5, 
“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ.” It is very evident that those who 
had been dead in sin, had before died in sin; 
and such the apostle says were quickened. 1 
John iii. 14, “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the breth- 
ren: he that loveth net his brother abideth in 
death.” These scriptures shew, that men die 
in sin in this life, and that they are the objects 
of divine love, even while thus dead, and that 
they are quickened into life, from this death in 
sin, while living in this world. 

These brief replies te the foregoing ques- 
tions are the offerings of sincerity and sober 
conviction; but if they embrace error, he who 
offers them would be happy to be convinced of 
the truth, and very grateful to him who should 
do him so great a favor. H. Battov. 


After all this will out Methodist brethren 
propose any more questions to the believers in 
Universal Salvation? H. B. 


JUST RECEIVED—AND FOR SALE, 


Tro Discourses, one on the New Year, the other on | 


the Effects of Intemperance. By Rev. D. Pickering, of 
Providence; R. 1.—Price 124 cents each. 


And the fire flies glance thro’ the myrtle boughs?” 
—Not there, not there, my child!” 


“Is it where the feathery palm trees rise, 


And the date grows ripe under sunny skies? 

Or midst the green islands of glittering seas, 

Where fragrant forests perfume the breeze, 

And strange, SS ht birds, on their starry wings, 

Bear the rich boes of all glorious things?” 
——‘Not there, not there, my child!” 


“Is it far away in some region old, 

Where the rivers wander o’er sands of gold? 

Where the burning rays of the ruby shine, 

And the diamond lights up the secret mine, 

And tbe peari gleams forth from the coral strand, 

Is it there, sweet mother, that better land?” 
—-‘Not there, not there, my child!” 


|**Eye hath not seen it, my gentle hoy! 


Ear hath not heard its deep songs of joy; 


Sorrow and death may not enter there ; 

Time doth not breathe on its fadeless bloom, 

For beyond the clouds, and beyond the tomb, 
—It is there, it is there my child. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


An orthodox Clergyman was a few days since, 
reading Mr. Balfour’s Seeond Inquiry, when a 
young gentleman called for a short visit. ‘The 
clergyman asked his friend whether he believed 
what Mr. Balfour had written concerning the 
Devil. The visitor infarmed him that he 
thought the book generally correct. The cler- 
gyman with an intent to entrap bis friend, in 
conversation asked him, if ke would not admit 
that the word devil sometimes means wicked 
passions and sometimes wicked men? T’o this 
the friend answered in the affirmative. Then, 
says the learned divine, what does the scripture 
mean where it speaks of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil? It seems that the devil must be 
something distinct from the world and the flesh. 
The friend very modestly asked the clergyman 
if he would be so good as to turn to the passage. 
But even Crupen could not help him to find the 
text! 


Se  — 


NEW PAPER. 


A new paper is commenced at Utica, NV. Y. entitled 
the “ Utica Magazine.”’ The name of the Editor we 
know not. By the following extract from the Address 
“‘to the public’ published in its first number, our read- 
ers will learn on what principles itis to be conducted. 

Custom demands an expression of the mo- 
tives, an explanation of the objects, and a de- 
claration of the course, (to be persued) of the 
publisher of a new work, in°offering it to the 
public. Obedient to these requisitions, we 
state, distinctly our motives are those, and those 
only, dictated by the purest and broadest philan- 
thropy ; our objects the good ef mankind; the 
amelioration of the hard condition of those tram- 
meled with superstition, chained with bigotry, 
and frightened and infuriated with the glowing 
and pathetic descriptions given of angry Dei- 
ties, and tormenting demons. Oar course is 
that, which candor sanctions, liberty inspires, 
and independence and honesty of soul author- 


ises. The above objects will be pursued with 
i 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


unremitting industry, and constitute, a kind of 
polar star by which we shall be directed. 

This paper is to be devoted to the cause of 
rational and liberal Christianity. Practical re- 
ligion, pure morality, and heavenly charity, will 
receive that attention their importance and 
magnitude require. Argumentalive essays on 
divine and universal benevolence ; expositions 
of the absurdities of the modern and imposing 
dogmas, of “high minded” and dictatorial 
Priests; and illustrations of the truth and purity 
of the “restitution” of man to holiness and hap- 
piness, will eccupy a portion of our columns. 
Our efforts, however feeble, shall be steadily 
and firmly directed in the laudable work, of 
tearing off the njask of the black-hearted hypo- 
crite, discountenancing vice, reclaim the unholy, 
promoting virtue, establishing the peace and 
harmony of society and inspiring man, with a 
love of God and love of man. 


INSTALLATION, 
- The Rev. Carvin Garpner bas received and 
accepted an invitation from the Universalist So- 
ciety in Duxbury to become their Pastor. His. 
Installation will take place on the eleventh of 
April next. Sermon by Rey. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 
of Roxbury. 

Pa 


‘Rey. Prrr Morse has accepted the invitation 
of the Universalist Society in Watertown, N. Y. 
to become again their Pastor. 


LIFE of MURRAY. 

This day published by Bowen & Cusnine, a 
second edition of 'FHE LIFE or tae REV. 
JOHN MURRAY. Subscribers to this Work, 
who can make if convenient, are requested to 
call at this Office and receive their copies.— 
Price $1,25 bound, or $1 in boards. 
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OBITUARY. 
“DIED, ake 

In New Hartford, N.Y. Feb, 10, 1827, of 
consumption, Mr. Asahel Higby. He was one of 
the few Individuals who first settled in that 
place, then an inhospitable wilderness. Indus- 
trious and prudent and honest, he merited and 
received the confidence and respect of all who 
knew him. He was an exemplary believer in 
the Salvation of all men: and as early as 1805, 
assisted in organizing the ‘‘First Universal So- 
ciety in Whitestown,” of which he remained a 
member until his death. His life, and his death 
constituted ap entire and ample refutation of the 
maxim, that Universalists can neither live vir- 
inously, nor die in peace. He died as he had 
lived, “strong in faith,” and with the assurance 
of hope “full of immortality.” A widowed 
companion, anda numerous family ef children 
have been by this bereavement Called to mourn. 
For they have indeed,lost a husband and a father, 
humanity a brother, and community a man. 

His funeral was attended by a numerous con- 
course of friends and neighbors—and a suitable 
discourse delivered by Rev. DD. Skinner of Séra- 
toga, from Jer, xlix. 11, “Leave thy fatherless 
children, I will preserve them alive : and_ let thy 
widows trust in me.” o 


“Does he not bid bis children come 


Thro’ death’s dark shades to realms of light? , 


Yet, when he calls them to their home, 
Shall fond survivers méurn their flight? 
O be that best of friends your trust, 
On His almighty arm recline ; 
He, when your comforts sink in dust, 
Can give you blessings more divine.” 


—_ 


